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PARISH COUNCIL

CHILTON POLDEN PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13™ MARCH 2024
IN CHILTON POLDEN VILLAGE HALL

MINUTES

Those Present: Clirs Baker, Perfect-Porter, James, Aylmer, and Clatworthy. Clir Hayne chaired the
meeting and acted as Interim Clerk. Two members of the public attended.

Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest and Dispensations: Clir Smith sent his apologies.
Statements by County Councillors: The update from Clirs Aujla and Healey has been circulated and key
points were read out. Key content was again on Somerset Council’s proposed cuts (or service increases)
to ease the £100m funding gap for 2024/25, (and a predicted 2025/26 £103m budget gap). The

gigafactory plans for Puriton were also a key feature.

Minutes of the meetings held on 14" February 2024: These were accepted as a true record and agreed
unanimously by the Council.

Matter arising (including matters of report from the minutes not itemised below): Three photos of the
Coronation Street Party have been selected to be framed. Clir Smith managing.

Financial Matters

Parish Online — Digital Mapping - £45 — Inv no. 40UC018-0006

The Council unanimously approved this for payment.

Planning - None

Highways Services Devolution — A briefing letter from Mike O’Dowd-Jones, Service Director
Infrastructure & Transport at Somerset Council was shared and discussed at the meeting. This contained
details of Somerset Council’s planned Highway Maintenance Devolution and options for local
enhancement to routine highways maintenance services. The Chair / Interim Clerk will contact Somerset
Council and our Local Community Network representatives.

Defibrillator — The Parish Council funded village defibrillator is now fully installed on the Village Hall and
registered on the national database. Clirs Aylmer and Clatworthy agreed to become Defibrillator
Guardians, in addition to the Chair. A flyer will be created and distributed to all households and a
training session will try to be organised.

Gravity Enterprise Zone — A press release and Information Sheet from Somerset Council was shared at
the meeting confirming the gigafactory development on the Gravity site.

Victim Support — The Parish Council received a letter outlining the work of Avon and Somerset Victim
Support, and a donation request. After discussion, the Council unanimously agreed to a donation of
£250.

Portrait of King Charles — The Government is offering a free framed portrait of His Majesty The King to
all town, parish and community councils. It was agreed that the Chair / Interim Clerk would apply on
behalf of Chilton Polden.

Village Hall request for donation towards new chairs — The Chair / Interim Clerk had informed the
Village Hall Committee of this donation, and the Parish Council has been thanked for the offer. The
donation will be made, and put on the Council’s financial agenda, when the Village Hall Committee has
finalised the purchase.

Annual Village Litter Pick — This Parish Council organised event took place on Saturday 9" March 2024,
and 27 volunteers came to help keep the village tidy. It was noted that the main areas of concern were



from bottles, litter and fly-tipping being recovered from hedges & ditches on Priory Road; and dog waste
(in bags) from ditches on Smallways Lane. The Parish Council would like to remind people in litter that all
dog waste is the legal responsibility of the owner and should be bagged and binned.

The date for the 2025 Village Litter Pick was provisionally proposed for Saturday 15" March 2025. The

Chair / Interim Clerk will try to pre-book the Village Hall.

15. Playing Field Association — Picnic in the Park — A representative of the Playing Field Association

informed the Council that a summer event may be organised and that support from villagers and the
Council will be sought to help plan, organise and help fund the event.

MATTERS OF REPORT
A new larger litter bin was discussed for the Playing Field entrance. The Chair / Interim Clerk to look at options.
Dog fouling - new signs will be purchased to remind dog owners of their legal duty to clean up after their dog.
The local dog warden will be contacted about identifying areas of concern in the village and communicating to
owners their responsibilities to clean up.

MEETING CLOSED AT 8.08PM

Date of next meeting — WEDNESDAY 10" APRIL 2024 STARTING AT 7PM



